
 

COVID-19 RAPID TESTING 
 
Q: I have heard a lot about testing for COVID-19. What are the types of tests? 

A: There are two types of tests: genetic and antibody. Genetic tests look for genetic material 
associated with the COVID-19 virus in samples gathered from throat swabs, mucus samples, or 
blood. Antibody tests look at blood samples for molecules produced by the immune system in 
response to COVID-19 infection. 

 
Q: What are the benefits of genetic testing? 

A: The primary benefit of genetic testing is that it can reliably detect whether a person has an 
active infection. 

 
Q: What are the drawbacks of genetic testing? 

A: Genetic testing is not able to detect disease in people who were very recently infected or in 
people who were previously infected but have since recovered. 

 
Q: What are the benefits of antibody testing? 

A: The primary benefit of antibody testing is that it can determine whether someone was 
previously infected with a disease. 

 
Q: What are the drawbacks of antibody testing? 

A: Since it takes the body weeks to produce detectable quantities of antibodies in response to 
an infection, antibody testing is not a reliable way of determining whether someone is currently 
infected with a disease and contagious. 

 
Q: What is the Abbott Rapid Test that has been in the news? 

A: Branded “ID NOW COVID-19”, this is a test developed by Abbott Diagnostics Scarborough 
Inc. (“Abbott”) that analyzes nasal, throat, or nasopharyngeal swabs to determine whether 
COVID-19 is present. The company advertises actionable results in as few as thirteen minutes.1 

 
Q: What kind of test is the Abbott Rapid Test? 

A: The Abbott Rapid Test is a genetic test.  
 
Q: How does the Abbott Rapid Test work? 

A: The Abbott Rapid Test works by dissolving a sample in a liquid that cracks open the shell of 
viruses, which causes them to release their genetic material into the liquid. The test then 
selectively replicates genetic material unique to COVID-19 if it is present. After enough time has 
passed, the machine then looks for this genetic material to determine whether someone is 
infected with COVID-19.2 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

1 https://www.alere.com/en/home/product-details/id-now-covid-19.html 
2 https://www.fda.gov/media/136525/download 
3 https://www.fda.gov/media/136522/download 
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Q: Is the Abbott Rapid Test approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)? 

A: No, it is not an FDA-approved test. However, on April 1, 2020, Abbott received an Emergency 
Use Authorization from the FDA as a result of the pandemic.3 

 
Q: What is an Emergency Use Authorization? 

A: An Emergency Use Authorization is a tool given to the FDA to temporarily allow the use of 
unapproved devices or treatments in response to an emergency where no alternatives are 
available. Ordinarily, products would need to go through extensive, multiyear studies to identify 
their benefits, risks, and limitations. 

 
Q: Does this mean that the Abbott Rapid Test is not safe or effective?  

A: Under the Emergency Use Authorization, the FDA believes – based on the evidence currently 
available – that the benefits of the test outweigh its known and potential risks.3 

 
Q: Why aren’t we using these Rapid Tests to screen everyone who wants a test? 

A: The deployment of the Abbott Rapid Test is being coordinated through the U.S. Department 
of Health & Human Services to the Public Health Departments of states, territories, and tribes. 
The tests allow for immediate, on-site testing at point of care locations such as hospitals. 

 
Q: Where will these Abbott Rapid Tests be used then? 

A: At this moment, the Abbott Rapid Tests will most likely be used for high-priority populations 
and sectors – such as healthcare providers and the critically ill in healthcare settings – where 
quickly finding out whether patients are infected with COVID-19 is essential to prevent 
continued transmission and inform urgent healthcare decisions. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

For valuable resources and the latest information from the  

Hawaiʻi Department of Health related to COVID-19 in Hawaiʻi, visit hawaiicovid19.com 
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